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Conservatives chide Cooper 
over ‘corporate giveaways’ 


BY PAUL A. SPECHT 
aspecht@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

Gov. Roy Cooper ended his 
first year in office with a flurry 
of job announcements in De- 
cember that featured at least 10 
projects, including what he 
touted as the largest investment 
by a manufacturer ever in rural 
North Carolina. 

“The Jobs Governor,” the 


state Democratic Party crowed 
in a news release. 

But as Cooper awards corpo- 
rate incentives in exchange for 
those promised jobs, and as he 
courts Amazon and Toyota with 
the lure of major incentives 
packages, he faces criticism 
from conservatives. 

Republicans say the jobs cre- 
ated in recent years are a result 
of changes they have made to 
the tax code since 2013, in- 
cluding lowering the tax rate on 


businesses. Some, even if they 
support state incentives pro- 
grams, criticize Cooper as a 
hypocrite for decrying cuts to 
business taxes as “corporate 
giveaways” while offering in- 
centives to select companies 
that move here. 

Meanwhile, a conservative 
advocacy group is taking its 
gripes a step further. Americans 
for Prosperity and its branch 
aimed at young people, Gener- 
ation Opportunity, say the state 


should stop offering incentives 
altogether because it’s an unfair 
use of taxpayer dollars. The 
organizations, which have re- 
ceived funding from groups 
linked to the Koch brothers, 
launched digital media cam- 
paigns that slam Cooper for 
offering “corporate welfare.” 
The effort is meant not only 
to hold Cooper accountable but 
to relate to young voters, said 
Anna Beavon Gravely, spokes- 
woman for Generation Opportu- 


nity’s North Carolina chapter. 
You may see their ads on Face- 
book, Twitter and Instagram, 
she said. 

“We (millennials) are a gener- 
ation very concerned with fair- 
ness and equality, and that same 
feeling applies to incentives,” 
Gravely said. “Corporate wel- 
fare is taxpayer money being 
given to rich businesses, which 
takes away from people who are 
struggling to make it.” 

Cooper said in a December 
interview that incentives aren’t 
a giveaway, noting they are tied 
to capital investment and job 
creation. No company gets tax 
credits if it doesn’t meet specific 
criteria. 

“We can make targeted, ac- 
countable incentives for the 


SEE COOPER, 8A 


NC PRISONS 


Inmates 
pay as 
officers 
skip 
rounds 


BY AMES ALEXANDER 
AND GAVIN OFF 


aalexander@charlotteobserver.com 
goff@charlotteobserver.com 


Early one winter morning in 
2012, officers at an eastern 
North Carolina prison found 
inmate Willis Gravley hanging 
from a bed sheet. He’d been 
dead for hours. 

His death raised a question: 
Why didn’t officers at Bertie 
Correctional Institution stop 
Gravley from killing himself - or 
why, at least, didn’t they find his 
body earlier? 

Prison investigators later 
found that officers in Gravley’s 
unit had been skipping a crucial 
part of their job for years: doing 
the required 30-minute security 
checks. Instead, officers falsified 
prison records to indicate they 
had made their rounds, accord- 
ing to dismissal letters issued to 
some officers involved. 

In some of North Carolina’s 
most dangerous prisons, officers 
routinely fail to make their 
rounds, a Charlotte Observer 
investigation found. 

State leaders are partly to 
blame. They’ve allowed many 
prisons to become dangerously 
understaffed. The staff shortages 
- caused partly by the low pay 
and perennial dangers of prison 
work - leave some employees 
hard-pressed to complete all 
their duties. 

Negligence or inaction on the 
part of prison staff may have 
contributed to the deaths of at 
least eight N.C. inmates since 
2009, records and interviews 
suggest. Prison officers found 
the bodies of some of those 
inmates stiff in their cells hours 
after they died. 

Prison leaders say they don’t 
track how much the state has 
paid to injured inmates or to the 
families of those who died. But 
it’s a problem that has proved 
costly to taxpayers. In one highly 
publicized case, the state agreed 
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m The university will break 
ground this year on a new 
dairy center and creamery 
cafe, which aims to educate 
the public about dairy farming 
and milk processing. 


BY JANE STANCILL 
jstancill@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

Just off Lake Wheeler Road, 
a quiet pasture is punctuated 
by the sound of an occasional 
passing car, but mostly by 
moos. 

In the distance, Raleigh’s 
downtown skyline is visible 
over a hill. But here, at N.C. 
State University’s 389-acre 
dairy farm, a visitor might as 
well be in rural North Car- 
olina. 

Twice a day, Holstein, Jersey 
and Guernsey cows are led 
into the milking parlor, where 
animal science students and 
dairy managers work to milk 
the 165-head herd. The milk is 
later processed at a facility on 


NCSU dairy center will teach 
farming — and serve ice cream 


PHOTOS BY TRAVIS LONG tlong@newsobserver.com 


Some of N.C. State’s herd that produces Howling Cow dairy 
products line up along a fence at the university’s dairy farm facility 
on Lake Wheeler Road in Raleigh. 


NCSU’s main campus, where 
pint cartons roll off a conveyer 
belt on their way to the state 
prison system. Nearby, stu- 
dents and staff mix the popular 
Howling Cow ice cream, which 
is sold on N.C. State’s campus 


and at the State Fair. 

For years, this operation 
functioned out of the public 
eye. But not anymore. 

Early this year, the uni- 
versity will break ground on a 
$1.2 million dairy education 


Dairy farm manager Mike Veach checks on a newborn calf at N.C. State’s dairy farm on Lake Wheeler Road in Raleigh. The university will 
build a dairy education center and creamery cafe off Lake Wheeler Road at the site of the university’s dairy farm. 


center and creamery cafe, 
which will open to the public 
within two years. The privately 
funded project will represent a 
major new agritourism attrac- 
tion for Raleigh and the Trian- 
gle. 

The center is still in design, 
but it is likely to have video 
feeds of milk processing, inter- 
active displays and tours of the 
farm, giving visitors a unique 
agricultural experience at the 
edge of an urban metropolis. 

“They will be able to go toa 
farm and learn, what does it 
take to put that glass of milk or 
cup of ice cream on the table?” 
said Gary Cartwright, director 
of NCSU’s dairy enterprise 
system. “They’ll be able to see 
the entire picture at one loca- 
tion.” 

The public will also learn 
what makes NCSU’s dairy, 
with about 400 cows total, a 
unique operation. 

Near the new center is a 
barn-like structure that already 
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